
Recently the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation announced that they had 

worked with several partners to acquire and conserve 640 acres of elk 

habitat in south-central Washington. The tract of land will be conveyed 

to the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW). 

The Pine Canyon property, previously held by Western Pacific Timber, 

is an inholding within the Wenas Wildlife Management Area located 

just north of Wenas, northeast of Yakima and on the eastern slopes of 

the Cascade Mountains.  
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“Not only is this vital winter range now permanently conserved for elk and other wildlife but there is 

an important public access component to this project,” said Blake Henning, RMEF vice president of 

Lands and Conservation. “A private landowner could have purchased the property and closed a road 

running through it to surrounding public land. Now it will remain open providing access to those 

who want to hunt or otherwise enjoy it.” 

Pine Canyon ranges from 3,000 to 4,200 feet in elevation. It is comprised of steep canyons and ridges 

dominated by shrub-steppe grassland with scattered stands of Douglas fir and ponderosa pine. The 

property is home to more than 200 elk during the winter. It is also important for mule deer, bighorn 

sheep, mountain lions, black bears, bobcats, eagles and quail. 

Continued on Page 2... 
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New Public Access cont’d 

“WDFW had this property targeted as a key conservation project for many years. We are grateful for 

a partnership that will now permanently protect it,” added Henning. 

Funding for the project, in part, came from the Torstenson Family Endowment that is used solely to 

further RMEF’s core mission programs of permanent land protection, habitat stewardship, elk resto-

ration and hunting heritage. 

Since 1986, RMEF carried out more than 300 land protection and habitat enhancement projects in 

Washington positively affecting more than 319,000 acres of habitat. 
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Spring Campout 
The Spring Campout has been set for the weekend of May 2nd, 3rd and 4th at the Ahtanum Sno Park. 

The club will supply the main ingredients for chicken and beef tacos for the Saturday evening dinner 

which will take place at 5:30pm. Members are asked to bring hors devours, side dishes or desserts. 

 

Anyone who can contribute firewood is encouraged to do so for the after dinner gathering. 

Rides will be conducted throughout the weekend, the main ride commencing at 9:30am on Saturday the 

3rd. Make sure that you plan for changing weather conditions. There will likely still be significant snow 

and lower temperatures at the higher elevations. Depending on the number of riders, the group may 

split up and follow different routes. 

 

At some point on Saturday, President Scott Gendron and Trail Captain Ken Didion will conduct a brief 

demonstration of the use of snatch blocks to enhance winching capabilities. 

 

For those members arriving early, a ride will take place on Friday afternoon at approximately 1:00pm. 

 

There is plenty of room for campers and motorhomes at the Sno Park. In addition, there are 12 camp-

sites available at the Ahtanum Campground immediately adjacent to the Sno Park. So, bring your 

camper and join the fun. Or join us just for the rides or just for dinner, whatever works best for you. 

 

Hope to see you there! 

 



Ride Report - Explorations 
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During late March and Early April, trail conditions became somewhat difficult. While warming spring days 

melted snow and dried the surfaces of the lower elevation trails, the higher elevations became a real chal-

lenge. Snow that was still deep on the higher elevations would support riders and their machines early in 

the day while the temperatures were low. As the sun warmed later in the day, the snow became softer and 

more difficult to negotiate. 

 

During this time period, the Trail Captains and other riders took regular exploratory rides to check condi-

tions for suitability for club-wide excursions. The first club ride of the spring season was finally scheduled 

for Saturday, April 19th. The trail report for that ride can be found on Page 6. 

 

The following pictures and those on page 5 are from the exploratory period: 

On April 10th, 

Bob Schafer, 

Bob Nelson, Ted 

Micone and Ken 

Didion explored 

Bethel Ridge. As 

Bob Nelson and 

Bob Shafer show 

in the photo, 

there was plenty 

of bare ground 

in some areas. 

And there was plenty 

of deep snow in other 

areas of Bethel Ridge. 

 

Where there was vege-

tation buried under the 

snow, it absorbed the 

heat from the sun and 

warmed the are faster 

than the surrounding 

snow. As Ken Didion 

demonstrates, if you 

rode too close to buried 

vegetation, you also 

became buried, and 

had to be assisted by 

your fellow riders and 

their winches. 
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On the 18th of April, Bob Nelson and 

Ken Didion managed to ride to Eagles 

Nest from the Ahtanum Sno Park. 

Beyond the Tree Phones campground 

the road was covered with deep but 

hard-packed snow. It was rough going 

because the road was a series of snow 

moguls almost the entire way from 

Tree Phones to Eagles Nest. As you 

can see from the photo of Bob stand-

ing at the Eagles Nest overlook, the 

snow was still a good three feet deep. 

On Saturday, April 12th, eight members took an exploratory ride north of Kittitas up into the Naneum State Forest. 

Road/trail conditions certainly varied as is expected this time of year. We rode in some dust down low and we 

also rode on top of nearly 24 inches of groomed snow near the ridgeline. Temperatures ranged in the 40s-50s and we 

covered just over 60 miles on this six hour ride. 

We rode out of Schnebly Canyon and traveled north to Boulder Creek. We then followed the Naneum Basin Road to the 

end and backtracked a bit and rode up Swift Creek Canyon to the top of the ridge. The group enjoyed a nice lunch at the 

far end of Coleman Canyon. There were some deer and elk right on the roadway as we went down into Coleman. We 

took a short run up over Rue Rd and then we traveled up Dawson Canyon and back to the trucks. 

Riders were... Bob Sherwood and friend Trent Hanson, Neely Moore, Tim Dunn, guest Gene Knoble and son, Ted Micone 

and David Ramynke. Photo collage below is from that ride. 



Ride Report - The Ahtanum 4/19 
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Fourteen (14) club members met at the Snow Park on April 19th to ride the Ahtanum. We had some donuts 

and good conversation at 9:00 and rode out at 9:30. We went up the North Fork and took the loop to Dead 

Horse Flats. For the most part the snow was fairly solid but as the temperatures rose the winching in-

creased. The group pulled into the Snow Cabin Campground for a nice break in the spring sunshine. After 

venturing a few more miles up the main road we backtracked down to McLain Canyon and went up to the 

top of White's Ridge. The group played in the snow for a bit and then took the jeep route back down to the 

Middle Fork Rd and back to the trucks. We covered a total of 32 miles. 

Riders were...Ron Harris, Norm Alderson, Howard and Gayle Barnes, Scott Gendron, Ken Didion, Dave 

and Barb Christensen, Gary Kingsboro, Neely Moore, Gordon Vorenkamp, Lynn Ausland, Gary Beeman 

and Tim Dunn. 
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State Lawmakers Strategize on Taking Control of 

Federal Lands in Nine Western States 
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Officials from nine Western states met in Salt Lake City on Friday to discuss taking control of federal lands 

within their borders on the heels of a standoff between Nevada rancher Cliven Bundy and the Bureau of Land 

Management. 

The lawmakers and county commissioners discussed ways to wresting oil-, timber- and mineral-rich lands away 

from the feds. Utah House Speaker Becky Lockhart said it was in the works before this month's standoff. 

The BLM rounded up hundreds of Bundy's cattle, saying he hasn't paid more than $1 million in grazing fees he 

owes for trespassing on federal lands since the 1990s. But Bundy does not recognize federal authority on the 

land, which his family has used since the 1870s.  

The BLM released the cattle after a showdown last weekend with angry armed protesters whom Senate Majority 

Leader Harry Reid referred to as "domestic terrorists." 

"What's happened in Nevada is really just a symptom of a much larger problem," Lockhart said, according to 

The Salt Lake Tribune. 

The Legislative Summit on the Transfer of Public Lands, as it was called, was organized by Utah state Rep. Ken 

Ivory and Montana state Sen. Jennifer Fielder. Sen. Mike Lee, R-Utah, addressed the group over lunch, the Trib-

une reported.   

"It’s simply time," Ivory told reporters. "The urgency is now."   

Fielder said federal land management is hamstrung by bad policies, politicized science and severe federal budget 

cuts.  

"Those of us who live in the rural areas know how to take care of lands," said Fielder, a Republican who lives in 

the northwestern Montana town of Thompson Falls. "We have to start managing these lands. It's the right thing 

to do for our people, for our environment, for our economy and for our freedoms." 

Idaho, New Mexico, Arizona, Nevada, Wyoming, Oregon and Washington also were represented, but none of 

the other states has gone as far as Utah, where lawmakers passed a measure demanding that the federal govern-

ment extinguish title to federal lands. 

The lawmakers and Gov. Gary Herber have said they're only asking the federal government to make good on 

promises made in the 1894 Enabling Act for Utah to become a state. The intent was never to take over national 

parks and wilderness created by an act of Congress, said Lockhart, a Republican from Provo. 

"We are not interested in having control of every acre," she said. "There are lands that are off the table that 

rightly have been designated by the federal government." 

Ivory said federal government's debt threatens its management of vast tracts of the West and its ability to make 

payments in lieu of taxes to the states, the Tribune reported. He said the issue is of interest to both urban and ru-

ral lawmakers. 

"If we don’t stand up and act, seeing that trajectory of what’s coming … those problems are going to get bigger," 

Ivory was quoted as saying.  

The University of Utah is conducting a study called for by the legislation to analyze how Utah could manage the 

land now in federal control. 

Editor’s Note: This article was reported by a number of media outlets including Fox News, Asso-

ciated Press and the Salt Lake Tribune on April 19th. 

 

The concept of the States taking over lands that are currently under federal jurisdiction raises as 

many questions as it does interesting possibilities. We will follow this developing story and report 

any significant updates. 

http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2014/04/17/sen-reid-calls-supporters-nevada-rancher-bundy-domestic-terrorists/


Founded in September of 2007, the Cascade Quad Squad 

has grown to over 90 members and 16 corporate mem-

bers.  We are dedicated to enjoying, promoting and pro-

tecting the sport of ATVing.  We hold scheduled ride 

events year-round as well as impromptu rides to enjoy 

our public lands.  We work with various agencies to en-

sure that adequate riding opportunities exist for the gen-

eral public.  We  volunteer our time and effort toward 

maintaining and accessing our riding opportunities.  Our 

main purpose: to have lots of FUN!  Come and join us!   

We meet the second Tuesday of each month at 7:00PM at 

Round Table Pizza near Fred Meyers on 40th. 

Our club has performed several service projects.  We 

worked cooperatively with the DNR and supplied the 

workforce to remove two damaged wooden bridges and 

replace them with rock crossings on the Gray Rock trail. 

The club also has an ongoing highway litter control pro-

ject between Gleed and Naches. 

The Cascade Quad Squad encourages and welcomes new 

members. Feel free to attend on of our monthly meetings 

or drop us an email on the Contact Us tab on our website. 

Cascade Quad Squad 

2900 South 42nd Ave. 

Yakima, WA 98903 

We’re on the Web! 

 

Cascadequadsquad.com 

Corporate members are all welcome to advertise in our newsletter at no charge to them. If you have an 

event or a sale that you would like to include in the next issue, just email the details to the editor at kjdid-

ion@gmail.com 

 Poulin’s Motorcycle, Yakima 

 AlphaTronics, Tukwila 

 Selah Powersports, Selah 

 Hurst Brumback & Brusic, Union 

Gap 

 Yukon’s Trucking 

 Ellensburg Powersports 

 

Our club website contains a full listing 

of our Corporate Members and includes 

addresses, phone numbers and website 

links. 

Whenever you can, try to support those 

who support us. Our corporate members  

show their support for our club’s goals 

by paying for their corporate member-

ship. Our corporate members are listed 

on our website, but we will also provide 

a list of them here. When you are doing 

business with them, let them know that 

you are a member of the Cascade Quad 

Squad and that you appreciate their 

support. 

 

Our Corporate Members are: 

 Valley Marine, Yakima 

 Owen’s Cycle, Inc., Yakima 

 Joel’s Tire, Yakima 

 The Woodshed Restaurant and 

Lounge, Naches 

 Premier Power Sports, Yakima 

 Jamie’s Upholstery, Yakima 

 Selah Trailer Camper Sales, Inc., 

Selah 

 ITEC: Independent Trailer & 

Equipment Co., Inc., Yakima 

 Greg Stevenson Construction, 

Cowiche 

 Round Table Pizza, Yakima 

Support Our Corporate Members 

“Tread Lightly, Obey the Law, and 

Respect Our Natural Resourses” 


