
Congratulations to Russell Wil-

son, Pete Carroll, MVP Malcolm 

Smith and all of our Seattle Sea-

hawks for winning Superbowl 

XLVIII. 

Who would have ever predicted 

the amazing performance that 

we witnessed with the Hawks 

pounding the great Denver Bron-

cos 43 to 8? 
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Ride Report—Naneum State Forest 

Five club members had an awesome ride through the Naneum State Forest on January 25th. We unloaded the 

machines at the base of Schnebly Canyon just off Thomas Rd. The group road up the canyon and over into the 

Swift Creek drainage. Bob Schafer then led us toward the upper end of Coleman Canyon. We rode out to the end 

of Rue Rd. The weather on the ridge was exceptionally nice as we were above the cloud cover and fog bank. When 

we stopped for lunch it was 52 degrees,yet the temperature down in the icy fog below us was 28.  

This was an exploratory ride as our aim was to become more familiar with the area so as to provide some more 

riding opportunities for the general membership. The ride encompassed 76 miles and we were on the trail six 

hours. 

Riders were Bob Schafer, Bob Nelson, Chuck Hampton, Bob Sherwood and Tim Dunn 
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Ride Report - The Wenas 
Tim called a mid-week for Thursday, January 23 and eight members rode the Wenas out of Sheep Company. The 

group traveled the Bell Rd route up to the towers. The riders then proceeded down Durr Road and crossed the Umta-

num Creek and traveled north another 2 miles to the end of the green dot road. The group circled back to the creek 

and enjoyed a campfire and lunch.. 

The weather was a mixture of cold damp fog and also some nice sunshine on the ridge tops. The total ride was 42 

miles and the group was on the trail a total of 5-1/2 hours. Riders were Howard Barnes, Jack Vorhees, Bob Nelson, 

Neely Moore, Dave Christensen, Bob Schafer, Norm Alderson and Tim Dunn.  



Ride Report - Bethel Ridge 
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On Saturday, February 1, nine CQS members enjoyed a beautiful day on Bethel Ridge. We left the Hanging Tree park-

ing area at 10 am and traveled up Meloy Canyon, through Carroll Flats, and up to the ridge top. We turned right on 

the R-1000 road and traveled west until the snow level turned us around just shy of the intersection of the FS 1400 

Rd. We ate lunch and then decided to ride the North Fork of Oak Creek Rd. After that seven mile round trip, we called 

it a day and headed back to the trucks/trailers. All total we rode 38 miles and we were out for just over five hours. 

Riders were; Ken Didion, Ron Harris, Jeff Dekker, Bob Nelson, Bob Schafer, Ted Micone, Norm Alderson, Gordon 

Vorenkamp and Tim Dunn. 
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The Woodshed Restaurant, a corporate member of the Cascade Quad Squad, will be hosting its 5th annual Crab 

Feed on Saturday, March 8th beginning at noon and continuing through 7:00 pm.  This is an all-you-can-eat event 

and the cost is only $25 (plus tax) per person. 

 

You don’t want to miss this one! 

 

If you haven’t been to the Woodshed before, it is easy to get to. Take Route 12 to the village of Naches. Continue 

west on Route 12 to the intersection with Route 410. Continue west on Route 410 and you will find the Woodshed 

on the left at the intersection of the Nile Road. The total distance from Naches to the Woodshed it just a little over 

12 miles. 

5th Annual Crab Feed 
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Saturday, March 8th 
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Riding in Adverse Conditions 

When should I use low range? When should I use 4wd? 

These may seem like very simple questions, but the an-

swers can be complex. 

 

 The earliest ATVs were three wheelers which 

were somewhat unstable causing many riders to sustain 

injuries and, sometimes, death. The production of these 

machines was eventually prohibited by law within the 

US. Four wheel ATVs became the standard and models 

with four wheel drive were introduced in the early 

1980’s. Today, we have ATVs and UTVs (referred to as 

side-by-sides) and most of the machines designed for 

trail use are manufactured in 4wd. Some also provide a 

locking differential option which allows all four wheels to 

drive the machine. Typically, when in so-called four 

wheel drive mode, most ATVs and UTVs are actually 

being driven by three wheels: the two back wheels and 

one front wheel. This system allows the operator to gain 

traction, but still have reasonable control of steering. 

 

 The vast majority of the riding that we do as a 

club during the dry, warmer months can be easily done 

in two wheel drive and high range modes. That is be-

cause we generally travel green dot roads which are de-

signed for logging and are in fairly good condition and 

gain elevation on relatively gentle slopes. The use of low 

range, 4wd and locked differentials gives the operator 

options to help him or her negotiate all kinds of terrain 

and conditions. When to employ these options may seem 

obvious to seasoned and experienced riders, but those 

new to the sport might appreciate a little guidance. 

 

 The most common ATV transmissions are now 

automatic and offer high and low range options. The low 

range option provides the operator with more torque and 

has nothing to do with traction. In low range, the ATV 

functions at lower speeds with higher engine rpms, pro-

viding more torque. This is advantageous in climbing or 

descending steep inclines. It can also be helpful when 

you are negotiating a difficult trail that contains many 

obstacles like large rocks or downed trees. Under these 

conditions, you need to operate at much lower speeds 

and it is advisable to use the low range of the ATV trans-

mission in order to maintain the power needed to con-

tinue forward progress while climbing over significant 

obstacles. When descending steep inclines, the use of low 

range will allow you to make the descent very slowly 

while maintaining control. Utilizing low range will also 

be beneficial in prolonging the life of the drive belt on 

models that use that drive system. Less belt slippage 

will be experienced by using low range under difficult 

conditions. When you hear your belt slipping when oper-

ating in high range, that is always a good indication that 

you may be better served by shifting to low range. When 

you drive belt is slipping on the clutch, that is when it is 

incurring the most wear. A good guideline would be to 

use low range at anytime a challenging trail forces you 

to operate at speeds below 10 or 15 mph. 

 

 Four wheel drive is available when you need 

better traction. When climbing steep slopes, the combi-

nation of low range and 4wd will provide your machine 

with significantly increased capability. When faced with 

mud, snow or ice, 4wd will be your first and most logical 

choice for negotiating these conditions. In recent months, 

our club rides have encountered almost every possible 

trail condition during the course of a day: dry, wet, mud, 

snow and ice. When it is anticipated that the trail condi-

tions will be changing in this manner, it is a good idea to 

plan on making the entire ride with your machine in 

4wd. Most ATVs and UTVs manufactured in recent 
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years will operate very efficiently in 4wd– high range 

and the operator will barely notice the difference from 

operating in 2wd. Most ATV and UTV manufacturers 

recommend that you bring your machine to a complete 

stop before shifting from 2wd to 4wd. So, the obvious 

advantage to operating in 4wd, when you expect ad-

verse conditions, is that you are already prepared and 

will not have to stop. This may mean the difference 

between making it through a large mud hole or a snow 

drift or getting stuck because you were in 2wd and did 

not properly evaluate the hazard ahead of you. If you 

ride in 2wd and get bogged down in mud or snow, 

stopping to shift into 4wd will often not suffice to get 

your machine free. Riding into those situations in 4wd 

gives you the advantage of additional traction and 

momentum to carry you through without getting 

bogged down. Ice can be a particularly challenging 

condition, and we have encountered a significant  

amount of ice on the roads this winter. Not only will 

4wd help you to ride up a slope on an icy road, but it 

can give you a very significant advantage when you 

descend that same slope. If you head downhill on an 

icy road in 2wd and begin to slide, you will have little 

or no control of your steering. Braking can often make 

the situation even worse. When operating in 4wd un-

der the same conditions, your front wheels will be 

pulling and will allow you to continue to control the 

direction of your machine, even in a slide. 

 

 The use of differential lock to provide traction 

to all four wheels is something that is reserved for the 

most extreme conditions and for when you do get 

stuck. When stuck in mud or snow, you may be able to 

extricate your machine when all wheels are driving if 

the mud or snow is not exceptionally deep. Remember, 

most all terrain vehicles have a clearance of about 

twelve inches or less. Once you enter snow or mud 

that is deeper than the clearance of your machine, you 

stand a good chance of getting bogged down and stuck if 

you have to travel through it for any distance. The differ-

ential lock is great for these extreme conditions, but you 

will find that steering becomes especially difficult when 

both front wheels are driving. 

 

 The secret to success on the trail is to get inti-

mately familiar with your machine, its controls, and its 

capabilities. Develop your ability as a rider by operating 

your machine on varying terrains and trail surfaces un-

der controlled conditions in good weather. Ride with ex-

perienced operators and seek their guidance when you 

are not sure how to proceed. The more you ride, and the 

more adverse conditions that you successfully negotiate, 

the more confidence you will gain in your machine and in 

yourself. 

Riding in Adverse Conditions Cont’d 



Founded in September of 2007, the Cascade Quad Squad 

has grown to 92 members and 17 corporate members.  We 

are dedicated to enjoying, promoting and protecting the 

sport of ATVing.  We hold scheduled ride events year-

round as well as impromptu rides to enjoy our public 

lands.  We work with various agencies to ensure that ade-

quate riding opportunities exist for the general public.  

We  volunteer our time and effort toward maintaining 

and accessing our riding opportunities.  Our main pur-

pose: to have lots of FUN!  Come and join us!   We meet 

the second Tuesday of each month at 7:00PM at Round 

Table Pizza near Fred Meyers on 40th. 

Our club has performed several service projects.  We 

worked cooperatively with the DNR and supplied the 

workforce to remove two damaged wooden bridges and 

replace them with rock crossings on the Gray Rock trail. 

The club also has an ongoing highway litter control pro-

ject between Gleed and Naches. 

The Cascade Quad Squad encourages and welcomes new 

members. Feel free to attend on of our monthly meetings 

or drop us an email on the Contact Us tab on our website. 

Cascade Quad Squad 

2900 South 42nd Ave. 

Yakima, WA 98903 

We’re on the Web! 

 

Cascadequadsquad.com 

Corporate members are all welcome to advertise in our newsletter at no charge to them. If you have an 

event or a sale that you would like to include in the next issue, just email the details to the editor at kjdid-

ion@gmail.com 

 Poulin’s Motorcycle, Yakima 

 AlphaTronics, Tukwila 

 Selah Powersports, Selah 

 Hurst Brumback & Brusic, Union 

Gap 

 Yukon’s Trucking 

 Ellensburg Powersports 

 

Our club website contains a full listing 

of our Corporate Members and includes 

addresses, phone numbers and website 

links. 

Whenever you can, try to support those 

who support us. Our corporate members  

show their support for our club’s goals 

by paying for their corporate member-

ship. Our corporate members are listed 

on our website, but we will also provide 

a list of them here. When you are doing 

business with them, let them know that 

you are a member of the Cascade Quad 

Squad and that you appreciate their 

support. 

 

Our Corporate Members are: 

 Valley Marine, Yakima 

 Owen’s Cycle, Inc., Yakima 

 Joel’s Tire, Yakima 

 The Woodshed Restaurant and 

Lounge, Naches 

 Premier Power Sports, Yakima 

 Jamie’s Upholstery, Yakima 

 Selah Trailer Camper Sales, Inc., 

Selah 

 ITEC: Independent Trailer & 

Equipment Co., Inc., Yakima 

 Greg Stevenson Construction, 

Cowiche 

 Round Table Pizza, Yakima 

Support Our Corporate Members 

“Tread Lightly, Obey the Law, and 

Respect Our Natural Resourses” 


