On the Trail
The 2016 Riding Season
So far, the 2016 riding season has been somewhat
challenging. Deep snow in the mountains has limited our
ability to access some areas that we traditionally ride in
cold weather. As a result, there have only been two scheduled club rides during January and February.
We did conduct some scouting rides during this time
period, and found the conditions to be prohibitive to holding
any rides that would get us very far. As we approached
higher elevations, we encountered deeper snow that was not
compacted. That led to the machines becoming mired in
deep, fluffy snow with no traction.
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In early February, a small group of us attempted to ride the Nasty Creek
area. This area has provided good winter riding in the past. That was not the case on
this scouting trip. From the corrals, we headed up the 2371 road toward Nasty
Creek Flats. This is the area we refer to as Buck Ridge. We did make it several miles
up the green dot road which was compacted from snowmobile traffic. However, we
were eventually turned back when we were unable to traverse up an incline. Even
the compacted snowmobile track was not sufficient to support our machines. Loss of
traction on the hill caused us to quickly become buried in the snow. So, we backtracked to the trail head and headed up the 5000 road, the main Nasty Creek road.
We did manage to negotiate that road further as it had been traveled by other 4wd
vehicles. We turned up the 1400 road which would take us up on the ridge to the five
corners, or “Spider Web”. Heading up this road, we encountered deep ruts in the
snow from previous travel by jeeps or other heavier 4wd vehicles. These ruts caused
considerable difficulty for our smaller machines and we were again forced to turn
back.
On February 10th, a few of us scouted the green dot roads up Bethel Ridge
from Hanging Tree. Encountering similar conditions, we were turned back on two
different routes. This was why our Winter Campout scheduled for February 20th on
this area was cancelled. Some photographs from our excursions follow.
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Winter Riding Photos
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Winter Riding Photos

Deep ruts took their toll on the Nasty Creek scouting mission.

Deep, soft snow makes control very difficult when you begin to sink in. Bob
Schafer and Tim Dunn deal with the consequences of this on Bethel Ridge.
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Welcome to our Newest Corporate Member
The Cascade Quad Squad greatly appreciates all of our corporate members, and we encourage our members to utilize their services whenever possible. We welcome the Drift
Inn of Naches to our loyal group of corporate members. When in the Naches area, be sure
to stop in for a great meal in a classic, old-fashioned diner.
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Ride Report - The Wenas
On Saturday, January, 23rd, eleven club members and a guest had a challenging
and enjoyable ride in the Wenas. Gregg Needham brought his friend Dennis Hebner up
from the tri-cities to enjoy the day. The group met for donuts in the Sheep Company parking area at nine o'clock and the ride began at 9:30. Though there had been rain in the forecast, the weather was beautiful. The temperature was in the mid-forties and the riders enjoyed bright sunny skies all day.
As soon as the group left Durr Road the challenges began. The warm temperature
brought with it rapid melting snow and water running along the route for the entire day.
The riders took the Bull Pasture route and then turned north on Bell Road. The group
made it up the road for about two miles before turning around due to 12-14 inches of snow.
After rerouting back to the main road, the guys decided to attempt to reach the towers on
Durr Road. Some jeepers had gone up earlier in the morning and their deep tracks made
the sloppy road conditions even harder to negotiate. The group caught up with some of the
jeepers who had bogged down in the snow and were able to pass them and continue up toward the top of the hill, but were again turned around by impassable conditions. The rest
of the six hour ride was spent along Durr Road in deep wet snow, challenging driving conditions and huge runoff pools of water. Everyone enjoyed the 32 mile outing.
Riders were: Tim Dunn, Ted Micone, Norm Alderson, Jack Vorhees, Gordon Vorenkamp,
Gary Houghton, Bob Nelson, Jeff Dekker, Greg Schlieve, Bob Schafer, Gregg Needham and
guest Dennis Hebner.
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The Wenas Cont’d...
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Ride Report - the “Slab”
On Saturday, February 20th, eleven members headed to Zillah to try out a riding area
that had not been utilized by the club in the past. The “Slab”, as it is referred to, is a private parcel of significant size that is open to the public for off-road riding. It is an open
area of hills and draws with numerous trails. The trails vary in the degree of challenge
they present, making this area is a great place for anyone to learn how to ride or to improve their riding skills at their own pace.
Trying out this new ground were Trail Captain Tim Dunn, Bob Schafer, Bob Nelson, Gary
Kingsboro, Ron Harris, Greg Schlieve, Bill Woolman, Neely Moore, Jeff Dekker, Norm Alderson, and Ken Didion.
The staging area at the “Slab”

Greg, Jeff and Ken ride
a challenging draw.
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The “Slab” - cont’d

Norm on a steep descent
Below, some of the group taking a break on top of a ridge. The use of safety
flags is highly recommended as sight distance is limited in some areas by sagebrush or hill crests.

Founded in September of 2007, the Cascade Quad Squad
has grown to over 100 individual members and more
than 20 corporate members. We are dedicated to enjoying, promoting and protecting the sport of ATVing. We
hold scheduled ride events year-round as well as impromptu rides to enjoy our public lands. We work
with various agencies to ensure that adequate riding opportunities exist for the general public. We volunteer our
time and effort toward maintaining and accessing our
riding opportunities. Our main purpose: to have lots of
FUN! Come and join us! We meet the second Tuesday of
each month at 7:00PM at Round Table Pizza near Fred
Meyers on 40th.

Cascade Quad Squad
2900 South 42nd Ave.
Yakima, WA 98903

We’re on the Web!
Cascadequadsquad.com
“Tread Lightly, Obey the Law, and
Respect Our Natural Resourses”

Our club has performed several service projects. We
worked cooperatively with the DNR and supplied the
workforce to remove two damaged wooden bridges and
replace them with rock crossings on the Gray Rock trail.
The club also has an ongoing highway litter control project between Gleed and Naches.
The Cascade Quad Squad encourages and welcomes new
members. Feel free to attend on of our monthly meetings
or drop us an email on the Contact Us tab on our website.

Corporate members are all welcome to advertise in our newsletter at no charge to them. If you have an
event or a sale that you would like to include in the next issue, just email the details to the editor at kjdidion@gmail.com

Support Our Corporate Members
Whenever you can, try to support those
who support us. Our corporate members
show their support for our club’s goals
by paying for their corporate membership. Our corporate members are listed
on our website, but we will also provide
a list of them here. When you are doing
business with them, let them know that
you are a member of the Cascade Quad
Squad and that you appreciate their
support.



Premier Power Sports, Yakima





Selah Trailer Camper Sales, Inc.,
Selah

Les Schwab Tire Sales, Yakima
and Union Gap



Invisible Ink, Yakima



ITEC: Independent Trailer &
Equipment Co., Inc., Yakima



Lonestar Ranch House Restaurant,
Yakima



Greg Stevenson Construction,
Cowiche



Vanamburg Enterprises, Yakima





Canopy Country RV, Union Gap

Round Table Pizza, Yakima





Rad’s Auto Repair, Yakima

Poulin’s Motorcycle, Yakima

Our Corporate Members are:





ToppCreek Farms, Toppinish

AlphaTronics, Tukwila



Valley Marine, Yakima





The Drift Inn, Naches



Owen’s Cycle, Inc., Yakima

Hurst Brumback & Brusic, Union
Gap



The Woodshed Restaurant and
Lounge, Naches



Yukon’s Trucking



Ellensburg Powersports

Our club website contains a full listing
of our Corporate Members and includes
addresses, phone numbers and website
links.

