On the Trail
National Forest Roads Open
It is official! Six routes that include Forest roads
opened for travel by WATVs on June 26th on the Okanogan/Wenatchee National Forest. This is a significant
event for Washington State and a major step forward for
ATV and UTV enthusiasts.
Two of the routes that opened are within the Naches
Ranger District and provide new opportunities for our club
and its members. These routes are the Clover Springs
WATV route and the Bald Mountain WATV route. The Bald
Mountain route connects to the Wenas area green dot system and to jeep trails on the National Forest providing literally hundreds of miles of riding not previously available.
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The Clover Springs route in the Nile opens Forest roads that connect to jeep
trails, providing several riding loops. This area also provides very convenient access
for camping even with large toy haulers or motor homes.
Another area that we will be able to take advantage of is in the Cle Elum
Ranger District. The Table Mountain WATV route is just north of Ellensburg. The
Forest roads opened in this area also provide considerable access to jeep trails and
the ability to ride all the way to Blewett Pass.
The other three areas are further north and include roads and jeep trails on
the Entiat, Wenatchee River, Chelan, Methow Valley and Tonasket Ranger Districts.
The Cascade Quad Squad was instrumental in the process that led up to the
opening of these WATV routes. We can be very proud of the time and effort put forth
to bring about this important advance in the sport we love and enjoy. Besides attending meetings with Forest Service personnel to plan the opening of these routes,
our members spent time documenting existing conditions of the routes, putting up
signs along the routes to guide riders, and monitoring use on the opening weekend.
Thanks to those who participated including Bob Schafer, Tim Dunn, Neely Moore,
Bill Woolman, Bob Gimlin, Mike VanAmburg, Richard and Cindy Smith, Jeff Dekker and Ken Didion.
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Special Thanks to our Corporate Members
In preparation for the opening of the WATV routes, it became obvious that the Forest
Service would not be able to develop and produce signs to delineate the routes prior to the
opening date. The realization that it would be very difficult for new users to stay on the
designated routes using just maps, prompted the Forest Service to approve the clubs involved to temporarily mark the routes using plastic green diamonds similar to the orange
ones used for snowmobile routes.

Two of our corporate members came to our rescue. Dean Owens of Owens Cycle, Inc. purchased 1000 of the green diamonds, and Greg Kasper of Round Table Pizza provided a
donation so that we were able to purchase an additional 500 green diamonds. Their generosity enabled us to get the routes completely marked prior to the opening weekend and
we have enough of the diamonds in reserve to continue to maintain the marking of the
routes until the Forest Service can provide its own marking system.
Our sincere thanks to Dean and Greg for their support.

Photos from the Opening of the WATV Routes
During the weekend of the WATV route openings, our club members had time to ride
some of the newly opened roads and connecting jeep trails. We took some pictures along
the way. Hopefully, they will inspire you to consider getting your ATV or UTV modified
and registered for on-road use so that you can enjoy these new routes first hand.
Our group at “Funny Rocks”. Easily accessed by the Bald Mountain WATV route.
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Photos from the Opening of the WATV Routes Cont’d
A rest stop on the route up Bald Mountain.

Time and again, we are awed by the sight of Mount Rainier. The mountain is
seen here from the trail up Bald Mountain.
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Photos from the Opening of the WATV Routes Cont’d

A Side-by-Side and a Jeep
negotiate the Funny Rocks

Tim hits the “Moon
Rocks” in his “Gray
Ghost”.
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Photos from the Opening of the WATV Routes Cont’d
A crowd of off-road enthusiasts were at the Moon Rocks when we arrived.

Climbing the Rocks
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Photos from the Opening of the WATV Routes Cont’d
This guy, in the cut
down Jeep Cherokee,
entertained the crowd
while exploring the
Moon Rocks. Here, he
is high-centered on a
big rock. Took him
some doing, but he finally extricated himself.
Note Trail Captain,
Tim Dunn, observing
from a high perch.

Free from the big rock, he
proceeded across the face
of this slope and drove
down into the canyon below.

Finally, after considerable effort and lots of
spinning, he exited the
canyon.
He commented afterwards, “I wrecked my
new muffler!”
I commented, “ I’m not
surprised!”

On the Trail
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Morrow County ATV Park
An article by CQS member Richard Smith

A few weeks ago, Cindy and I had the opportunity to spend the day down in Oregon at the
Morrow County OHV Park. I’ve been there several times but it’s been about 3 years since
my last trip, so we figured it was time to make another trip.
One of the biggest challenges is the distance. It’s about 135 miles from the Tri Cities and
about 180 miles from Yakima. The OHV Park is located on top of the Blue Mountains 33
miles southwest of Heppner, Oregon. One of the main reasons was to see what camping
facilities were available. The below map lays out what is available at the OHV Park besides the trail system.

If you can read it and can make sense of it, good luck. It definitely is NOT to scale but it
does give you an idea what is available. For the remainder of the summer, they will be
working on the camping area adjacent to the highway (on the bottom left side of the above
map). The changes include putting in additional full hookup spots. The area in the middle
is where the full hookup spots are currently located. The volunteers have their campers
located in this location but there are a few spots available to rent. You can even get your
propane tanks refilled. On the upper right part of the map is additional campsites that are
pretty much dry (primitive) camping. The sites are rustic, but some have water available.
The different colored boxes in the middle are little cabins that you can rent. One of the
handiest things about the park is that they have a little restaurant. The food is actually
pretty good and they do have a decent selection considering that it is on top of a mountain.
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Morrow County ATV Parkn Cont’d
There is an area that has restrooms, showers and an office where you can purchase (it’s
laminated) a map of the trail system. In the same building, they have a first aid area which
includes an Ambulance with a helicopter pad nearby.
If you are there for the day, there is a very large parking area that can accommodate 100’s
of vehicles. They do have scheduled activities during the summer so before going down
there, you may want to look at their website to see what is going on. To make reservations
or get additional information, go to http://www.morrowcountyparks.org/ohv-park/home
Now to the riding. There is such a variety of trails, terrain, and challenges that everybody
will find something within their ability. All the trails are numbered and graded for difficulty. If you are a snow skier, you’ll recognize the difficulty symbols. One of our favorite
trails is Trail 21. It is a nice leisurely trail that “meanders” through several meadows,
creeks and ends up in the trees which I swear I have to squeeze my side by side through.
But prior to getting to the “big squeeze”, we crossed a lot of trails that would have allowed
us to take “the chicken route”. For the first timer, the numbering system of the trails can
be a little challenging. There seems to be Trail 1, Trail 1A, 1B, 1C, 1D, etc… so if you ever
figure it out, please let me know.

The trail system is huge, about 9,000 acres and obviously, one of the difficult things is navigating. Unlike the Cascades where you can see mountainous landmarks, you are ON TOP
of the mountain already and it all looks the same. Again, we cheated and used our tracking
GPS. We usually put about 25 – 30 miles a day on the trails and we’ve only covered about
30% of the designated trail system. In the spring, wild flowers cover the open fields and it
is a beautiful ride but can also be a little chilly. Later in the season, just like most places, it
can get dusty. There are numerous meadows, creeks, hill side climbs, logging roads, narrow
ATV trails, lakes and in some cases trails designated for different classes of off road vehicles. We’ve never been there on a busy day and rarely run into other riders so there is definitely plenty of room for everybody.
If you have the opportunity for a weekend ride at the park, take it, you won’t be disappointed.
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Finally! Captured on Film!
We have all seen this on just about every club ride. You round a corner in the trail and
there he is! Trail Captain Tim Dunn, documenting the ride in pictures. Doing what he does
best - making memories for all to enjoy. Within a day or two, you will see yourself on the
website enjoying the ride, because Tim was there to catch your image as you flashed by.

Tim eats a little more dust than most for his efforts, but it does not go unappreciated.
Everyone enjoys perusing through the pictures on the website, even if they weren’t on
the ride.
So, thanks Tim, from all of us, for your dedication and your efforts on behalf of the club.

Trail Tip
Campgrounds are havens for chipmunks, mice and
other critters. It is a good practice to check under
the hood and other likely locations before you depart for home. You may find a surprise like the one
at left that Scott Gendron found in his engine compartment. A nest like this can hinder your engine
performance significantly.
You should also ensure that your camper has no
openings that facilitate uninvited vermin. Fill any
voids with foam insulation or steel wool to discourage unwanted pests.

Founded in September of 2007, the Cascade Quad Squad
has grown to over 100 individual members and more
than 20 corporate members. We are dedicated to enjoying, promoting and protecting the sport of ATVing. We
hold scheduled ride events year-round as well as impromptu rides to enjoy our public lands. We work
with various agencies to ensure that adequate riding opportunities exist for the general public. We volunteer our
time and effort toward maintaining and accessing our
riding opportunities. Our main purpose: to have lots of
FUN! Come and join us! We meet the second Tuesday of
each month at 7:00PM at Round Table Pizza near Fred
Meyers on 40th.

Cascade Quad Squad
2900 South 42nd Ave.
Yakima, WA 98903

We’re on the Web!
Cascadequadsquad.com
“Tread Lightly, Obey the Law, and
Respect Our Natural Resourses”

Our club has performed several service projects. We
worked cooperatively with the DNR and supplied the
workforce to remove two damaged wooden bridges and
replace them with rock crossings on the Gray Rock trail.
The club also has an ongoing highway litter control project between Gleed and Naches.
The Cascade Quad Squad encourages and welcomes new
members. Feel free to attend on of our monthly meetings
or drop us an email on the Contact Us tab on our website.

Corporate members are all welcome to advertise in our newsletter at no charge to them. If you have an
event or a sale that you would like to include in the next issue, just email the details to the editor at kjdidion@gmail.com

Support Our Corporate Members


Yukon’s Trucking



Ellensburg Powersports



Les Schwab Tire Sales, Yakima
and Union Gap



Invisible Ink, Yakima



Lonestar Ranch House Restaurant,
Yakima

Greg Stevenson Construction,
Cowiche



Vanamburg Enterprises, Yakima



Round Table Pizza, Yakima



Canopy Country RV, Union Gap

Our Corporate Members are:



Poulin’s Motorcycle, Yakima



Rad’s Auto Repair, Yakima



Valley Marine, Yakima



AlphaTronics, Tukwila



Owen’s Cycle, Inc., Yakima



Hurst Brumback & Brusic, Union
Gap

Whenever you can, try to support those
who support us. Our corporate members
show their support for our club’s goals
by paying for their corporate membership. Our corporate members are listed
on our website, but we will also provide
a list of them here. When you are doing
business with them, let them know that
you are a member of the Cascade Quad
Squad and that you appreciate their
support.



The Woodshed Restaurant and
Lounge, Naches



Premier Power Sports, Yakima



Selah Trailer Camper Sales, Inc.,
Selah



ITEC: Independent Trailer &
Equipment Co., Inc., Yakima



Our club website contains a full listing
of our Corporate Members and includes
addresses, phone numbers and website
links.

