On the Trail
National Forest Roads to Open Soon
After months of planning and collaboration with Forest Service personnel, some roads in the Okanogan Wenatchee National Forest will be opened to travel by WATVs.
There will be a half dozen or so “routes” opened across the
forest. The routes will consist of a number of forest service
roads that will provide opportunities to ride loops within
certain areas. In many cases, these routes will also provide
connections to 4x4 motorized trails and DNR designated
“green dot” roads.
Within the Naches District of the National Forest,
two routes have been approved for opening. The first route
is referred to as the Bald Mountain route. This route will
encompass some of Forest Roads 1701, 1702, 1712, 1714,
1716, and 1720 and will provide access to the Wenas green
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dot road system. It will also provide access to 4x4 motorized trails in the Bald Mountain and Manastash Ridge areas. The opening of these forest roads will provide access to an estimated 200 miles of riding opportunities for WATV users. This area is
accessible from Route 410 just west of the Nile.
The second route to be opened will be accessible from the Nile road and is referred to as the Clover Springs route. Turning off the Nile Road onto the Clover
Springs road will take you to the National Forest and Forest Road 1600. The opening of this Forest Road and portions of the 1601 and 1611 will provide additional riding opportunities and connections to 4x4 motorized trails in the vicinity of Clover
Spring and the boundary of the William O. Douglas wilderness area.
In addition to expanded riding opportunities for WATV operators, these two
routes also provide plenty of areas for dispersed camping.
The Forest Service will make the public announcement of the opening of all
the routes on the forest on or about the 22nd of June. The official opening of the
routes will take place on the 26th of June. Maps of the WATV routes will be available to the public at that time.
In the meantime, our club will be working closely with Forest Service personnel to prepare the routes with the posting of signs to direct users to the roads that
are opened for WATV travel.
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Ride Report - Ahtanum
On Saturday, April 25th, thirteen riders, led by Trail Captain Tim Dunn, enjoyed a fun
53 mile ride in the Ahtanum. The snow park was filled with campers, jeepers and atv riders. Things kicked off with donuts at 9:00 and the ride started at 9:30. The group rode up
the middle fork with brief stops at Tree Phones and Eagles' Nest. Snowpack started at
Eagles' Nest but the road conditions were perfect and the riders made it to the top of Darland. The machines were traveling over about four feet of packed snow when they
reached the summit.
The group traveled back down the same route and then took the cut-across over White's
Ridge and down to the North Fork. After lunch a few riders headed for home and nine
folks continued up to Dead Horse Flats and then into Blue Lake. There was plenty of
snow and some challenging fun riding.
The group rode up to the top of Darland again but from the opposite side of the mountain.
The temperatures had risen about 15 degrees during the day and that made for added
challenges over the slippery melting snow. The group got back to the snow park at
3:30 after a fun six hours out on the trails.

Always an awesome sight. Mt. Adams peaking above the
clouds as viewed from the top of Darland Mountain.
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Ride Report - Ahtanum Cont’d

Heading back down the trail off Darland Mountain

Page 4

On the Trail

“Street Legal”
Should you convert your ATV or UTV to be “Street Legal”? That term, by the way,
is not a legal term. It is the common terminology for the modifications necessary to operate an ATV or UTV on public roads open for travel by WATVs. All ATVs and UTVs are
designated as WATVs under Washington State Law. Eventually, all of them will receive a
metal license plate similar to a motorcycle plate. If your machine has been modified to
conform to the requirements for use on public roads, your registration will read “modified
for on-road use”, and you will receive an “on-road” tab which gets affixed to the right side
of the WATV license plate. If you do not modify your machine, you will receive an “offroad” tab which is placed on the left side of your WATV license plate.
So, again, the question is to modify or not to modify. If you are satisfied with the areas where you have traditionally operated your machine and are not interested in expanding your riding opportunities, then there is no need for you to modify your ATV or UTV.
When you renew your registration, you will automatically receive an “off-road” registration and tab for your WATV.
However, if you are interested in expanding your riding horizons, then you need to
convert your WATV to meet the “on-road” requirements. This involves installing mirrors,
a horn and turn signals. In order to operate your WATV on the National Forest roads referred to in the opening article of this newsletter, you will need to have it registered for
“on-road” use.
Once you decide to modify your machine, you will need to decide how to go about
that. A number of us in the club have accomplished this, and if you have questions, you
should contact Richard Smith, Tim Dunn, Ted Micone, Bob Schafer or me. We can help
you with options. Richard and Tim had their machines converted by third parties. Ted,
Bob and I did our own work. There may be others that have converted their machines, but
these are the ones that I know of off the top of my head.
Richard was kind enough to share his experience on converting his Commander and
his helpful article and photos can be found on page 6. I did my own work on my Commander, and, while saving some money in the process, it was fairly time consuming as I
had never done this previously. The turn signal kit cost just over $100 with shipping. I
purchased what I needed for installation of a horn in a local auto parts store for about $15.
The mirrors that I purchased were about $60. The necessary electrical wire and connections probably came to about $45 or so.
Running the wires is the most challenging part of this operation. On the Commander, and likely on other UTVs, it will require the removal of some body panels. This
process is made much easier if you have a tool for removing the plastic rivets that most
manufacturers use. A set of TORX wrenches or sockets is a also a must have. I also recommend that you use flexible plastic tubing to protect your electrical wiring. This is the
same stuff that you will see is already used throughout your machine for the same purpose.
Whether you do it yourself or have an expert do your conversion, you will enjoy the
benefits of more riding opportunities and new areas to explore beginning next month.
And, the Forest Service has indicated that, if this venture is successful, more National
Forest roads will be opened in the future.
Ken Didion, Editor
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“Street Legal” Cont’d
Tools that will expedite your work on converting your machine for “on-road” use:
A set of TORX sockets, A tool for removing plastic rivets, and a TORX wrench.

Before. Some factory wiring
protected by flexible plastic
tubing that runs through the
center console.

After. New wiring protected
by flexible plastic tubing that
follows factory wiring through
the center console.
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WHAT IT TAKES TO GET THE NEW WATV LICENSE
By Richard Smith
After going to back to Wyoming a few years ago and watching ATV’s driving down the
streets and parked out front of Wal-Mart, I’ve wondered what it would be like to do that in
State of Washington. So for the past six months, I’ve been watching the information coming from the club as well as various other sources concerning the WATV licensing process.
I was kind of on the fence not sure which way to go, much less commit.
After the February article in the Cascade Quad Squad Newsletter by Ken Didion, I finally
decided to just go for it. I think the one thing that pushed me over the hump was the discussion about being able to drive on Forest Service roads as long as you have a WATV license.
So with my handy little smart phone, I pushed the “Amazon App”, typed in “UTV Turn
Signals” and up popped numerous kits for various ATV/UTVs. I asked around to various
friends what they thought but without much luck because not very many owners have installed a kit yet.
I took the plunge and ordered a “Tusk UTV Turn Signal Kit” for my Commander R800 for
about $160. Here is the link:
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00RNI85YA/ref=cm_sw_r_awd_I9vevb06N1FDE The kit
included (8) amber LED lights, (2) for each corner, license plate holder with light, two side
mirrors including the mounting brackets, horn with a button, toggle switch used for the
turn signals with LED indicators, the wiring harness to connect everything and a drill bit
to drill holes for the lights.
After the box arrived with a lot of stuff in it, like all guys, I pulled out the directions that
came with it. They looked pretty straight forward but the best part was a link to a video
on You Tube. Here is that link: https://youtu.be/f5sI4admi9g It showed the complete
installation of the kit on a Polaris Razor, but what the heck, that’s pretty close to my
800R.
After much deliberation and thought, I decided to let a friend install it. It took him about
three hours with the majority of the work dealing with the routing of the wiring harness.
I really liked where he put the LED lights in each corner and he tapped into the fuse for
12V power. Instead of the usual turn signal lever on the steering column, the kit has a
two directional toggle switch with small LED indicators. But the best part is the horn.
Every time I push it, I get flashbacks from the “Road Runner” cartoons. I did step out of
my comfort zone and put the mirrors on though.
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THE NEW WATV LICENSE Cont’d
Now for the paper part. Using Ken’s link to the WATV page, http://www.dol.wa.gov/
vehicleregistration/watv.html I downloaded the document (2-pages) and filled out the second page. I found a dealer in Tri Cities (Rattlesnake Motorcycle) who would do the inspection. Make sure you take your registration in because they have to get the VIN # off the
registration as well as verify it on the machine. They also have to see the windshield or a
helmet with a visor. After about 20 minutes at the dealer and $50 lighter, I was on my
way to the Department of Licensing. You have to have the following information to get
the WATV license: (1) Title, (2) The “filled out” WATV form, (3) The receipt for the $50,
and the registration, just in case she asked. While I was there, I went ahead and renewed
my OHV permit so it came up to about $60. They gave me a temporary paper plate and
the metal plate should arrive within 6 weeks. I went home with a big smile on my face…
I’m done…

Turn signals are about 1”

The two-way toggle switch, indicator lights
and horn

Mirrors may not hold up in dense timber
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Safety Corner
By law, it is not required that the operator or passenger in a side-by-side wear an approved helmet. And, many of us don’t as we feel fairly well protected by the roll cage.
However, some of our members have discovered that a side-by-side can be involved in a
roll over situation. Most of the time this seems to happen when we least expect it. Wearing a highway approved motorcycle type helmet can be pretty uncomfortable in the summer months when operating or riding in a side-by-side that is enclosed by a windshield,
roof and rear window.
Here is a suggestion for an alternative: a bicycle or multi-sport helmet. These helmets are
extremely light weight and well ventilated for warm weather use. In addition, they can
be purchased for as little as $20. Should you be involved in a roll over or even just an unexpected jarring, these helmets will offer some protection from contact with your roll bar
or other solid objects.

Bicycle or multi-sport helmets come in many styles and colors. They can be purchased locally in most stores that carry sporting goods.

Editor’s Note: The ATV dealers that are corporate members of our club can do a
professional job of converting your ATV or UTV for “on-road” use. If you are not a
confident do-it-yourselfer, contact one of them to assist you. Their contact information is on our website.

Founded in September of 2007, the Cascade Quad Squad
has grown to over 100 individual members and more
than 20 corporate members. We are dedicated to enjoying, promoting and protecting the sport of ATVing. We
hold scheduled ride events year-round as well as impromptu rides to enjoy our public lands. We work
with various agencies to ensure that adequate riding opportunities exist for the general public. We volunteer our
time and effort toward maintaining and accessing our
riding opportunities. Our main purpose: to have lots of
FUN! Come and join us! We meet the second Tuesday of
each month at 7:00PM at Round Table Pizza near Fred
Meyers on 40th.

Cascade Quad Squad
2900 South 42nd Ave.
Yakima, WA 98903

We’re on the Web!
Cascadequadsquad.com
“Tread Lightly, Obey the Law, and
Respect Our Natural Resourses”

Our club has performed several service projects. We
worked cooperatively with the DNR and supplied the
workforce to remove two damaged wooden bridges and
replace them with rock crossings on the Gray Rock trail.
The club also has an ongoing highway litter control project between Gleed and Naches.
The Cascade Quad Squad encourages and welcomes new
members. Feel free to attend on of our monthly meetings
or drop us an email on the Contact Us tab on our website.

Corporate members are all welcome to advertise in our newsletter at no charge to them. If you have an
event or a sale that you would like to include in the next issue, just email the details to the editor at kjdidion@gmail.com

Support Our Corporate Members


Yukon’s Trucking



Ellensburg Powersports



Les Schwab Tire Sales, Yakima
and Union Gap



Invisible Ink, Yakima



Lonestar Ranch House Restaurant,
Yakima

Greg Stevenson Construction,
Cowiche



Vanamburg Enterprises, Yakima



Round Table Pizza, Yakima



Canopy Country RV, Union Gap

Our Corporate Members are:



Poulin’s Motorcycle, Yakima



Rad’s Auto Repair, Yakima



Valley Marine, Yakima



AlphaTronics, Tukwila



Owen’s Cycle, Inc., Yakima



Hurst Brumback & Brusic, Union
Gap

Whenever you can, try to support those
who support us. Our corporate members
show their support for our club’s goals
by paying for their corporate membership. Our corporate members are listed
on our website, but we will also provide
a list of them here. When you are doing
business with them, let them know that
you are a member of the Cascade Quad
Squad and that you appreciate their
support.



The Woodshed Restaurant and
Lounge, Naches



Premier Power Sports, Yakima



Selah Trailer Camper Sales, Inc.,
Selah



ITEC: Independent Trailer &
Equipment Co., Inc., Yakima



Our club website contains a full listing
of our Corporate Members and includes
addresses, phone numbers and website
links.

