On the Trail
Utah Federal Land Takeover
As reported in our April 2014 newsletter, there is a growing movement among western states to reclaim federal lands and return them
to state ownership. We promised to keep you informed regarding this
issue. Utah has initiated a bold move in this initiative and the details
were recently reported by the media:
In an unprecedented move, Utah is preparing to seize 31.2 million
acres of federal land located within its borders before the end of
2014.
In 2012, Utah Governor Gary Herbert signed the Transfer of Public
Lands Act into law, demanding that the federal government relinquish its strangle-hold on land ownership in the state, The Washington Times reported. Currently, the federal government owns more
than half of the 54.3 million acres of land in Utah.
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Federal land grabs have left many Western states with far less land for private business, ranching,
and other agricultural activities, which in turn lessens the state tax base. Utah is now bucking the
powers that be and is attempting to turn the tables on the federal government.
The transfer deadline is Dec. 31.
“That’s what you do any time you’re negotiating with a partner. You set a date,” State Rep. Ken
Ivory told The Times. “Unfortunately, our federal partner has decided they don’t want to negotiate
in good faith. So we’ll move forward with the four-step plan that the governor laid out.”
Utah could start a chain reaction and prompt a reversal of the federal government land ownership
dominance in the West. The federal government controls 57.5 percent of Utah land.
Although the federal government has yet to give any real response to the law, Ivory remains undeterred in his quest to put the ownership of Utah lands back in the hands of Utah residents,
ranchers, and business owners.
“We’re going to move forward and use all of the resources at our disposal,” he said.
In November a financial review of the takeover of public lands in the state reported that such a
venture would be fiscally feasible. The 784-page document stated that Utah was financially capable of managing the massive tracts of land currently under the control of the Forest Service and
the Bureau of Land Management.
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“I expect that public discussion will be well served by this report,” Herbert said. “It shows the complexities and connections between Utah’s robust economy and the great quality of life Utahans enjoy.”
Fiscal analysts at three universities took 18 months to develop the feasibility of enacting the law. The
researchers found that the state would have to spend $280 million to maintain and manage the land
currently owned by the federal government, but the revenue generated from the ownership of the lands
would reportedly be $331.7 million, The Times reported. The revenue would be garnered primarily
from oil and gas royalties and mineral resources development.
The New York Times compiled a breakdown of the percentage of land in 12 Western States under federal control:
 Nevada 84.5 percent
 Alaska 69.1 percent
 Utah 57.5 percent
 Oregon 53.1 percent
 Idaho 50.2 percent
 Arizona 48.1 percent
 California 45.3 percent
 Wyoming 42.3 percent
 New Mexico 41.8 percent
 Colorado 36.6 percent
 Washington State 30.3 percent
 Montana 29.9 percent
 Hawaii 19.4 percent
According to the study, 20 of the 29 counties in Utah have more than 45 percent of the land owned by
the federal government.
Editor’s Note: We will continue to monitor the developments in this issue and will provide updates as they
occur. KD
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Ride Report - The Bethel Ridge
In early November, Trail Captain George Worby led a great ride and the group enjoyed perfect weather! Six machines and seven riders, rode 51.5 miles up Bethel
Ridge from Hanging Tree. Deer, mountain goats and perfect views of Mt. Rainier &
Mt. Adams!
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Ride Report - Cascade Park
On November 8th, fourteen club members rode the upper Wenas Valley out of Cascade
Park. Starting at 10:00 a.m. the group rode up through the Mud Flats area and on the
Ellensburg Observatory. After a brief stop the riders proceeded east to the memorial
markers. Both of these ridge points provide a very picturesque view of the Kittitas Valley.
The group rode back to the intersection of the Little Mud Lake Rd. where they stopped
for a roadside lunch. The riders then traveled back through Mud Flats and turned
north along the W-7300. Some new riding has been added to this area and the six mile
Hudson Creek Loop provided added scenery with nice timbered country.
The ride was a total of 37 miles, and the riders were out a for nearly five hours.
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Ride Report - Mt. Cleman
Lynn Ausland, Jeff Dekker, Ted Micone and Tim Dunn rode Mt Cleman on Saturday,
November 15th. It was a beautiful day, temperature in the 30's with sunny skies and
not a cloud anywhere. The group staged out of the Wenas Feeding Station at 9:30 a.m.
The four rode up Evans Canyon as far as the Crossover Road and then turned and
traveled down Milk Canyon into Barbeque Flats. After a brief break, the guys rode up
to the top of Cleman, veered north and took the Box Springs road to the bottom of the
canyon. They followed the green dot route to the north near Cow Canyon and Rainier
Rd. It was a great day.
The guys rode for a total of 54 miles and they were out on the trail for five hours.
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Ride Report - Bethel Ridge #2
On Tuesday, November 25th, eight club members had a very enjoyable ride on Bethel Ridge. The group left the Hanging Tree at 9:30 and headed up Malloy Canyon. After
a short run through Carroll Flats, the riders made the climb to Bethel and headed west.
The group encountered a bit of everything as far as weather. It snowed and rained
with some fog and sunshine intermixed all day. The temperatures were pleasant though,
mainly in the low 40's. A few elk were spotted along the route.
Thanks to Ted Micone for bringing his Stihl chainsaw along. There were several
downfall across the trail that were cut out of the way. The ride totaled 43 miles and the
members were on the trail for just over four hours.
Riders were Lynn and Mary Ausland, Neely Moore, Ted Micone, Gary Beeman,
Bob Schafer. Gordon Vorenkamp and Tim Dunn.
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Ride Report - The Naneum
Lynn Ausland, Mary Ausland, Bob Schafer, Gary Beeman and Tim Dunn enjoyed
an awesome 61 mile ride in the Naneum on Saturday, Dec. 6th. Thegroup used the bottom of Schnebly Canyon as a base point. The weather was great and road conditions were
near perfect. The snow cover provided for some very soft and enjoyable riding with
the temperature in the high 30's.
The fog thickened as the riders rode through the Naneum Basin. Snow started to
accumulate as the ride continued up toward Swift Creek. The riders had a nice campfire
lunch on Rd.8 and then they rode down Coleman Canyon. The route continued up over
Rue Rd. and on to Dawson Canyon. The group got back to the trucks at 2:20 after a good
five hour ride.
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Ride Report - Jumpoff Joe
On Thursday, December 18th, a few of the club’s midweek riders tackled the trails
to Jumpoff Joe lookout. Located on the edge of a cliff on Divide Ridge, is the Jumpoff Joe
forest fire observation building. This location, referred to locally as Jumpoff Joe, is technically named Jumpoff Lookout on the USGS topographic maps.
Beginning the ride at Nasty Creek corrals, the group including Tim Dunn, Greg
Schlieve, Ted Micone and Ken Didion headed up the Nasty Creek Road. Using green dot
roads, they climbed the ridge, crossed Reynolds Creek and headed toward Divide Ridge
and their destination. Weather conditions were quite varied along the way with rain, fog,
and snow encountered. At the higher elevations, the riders enjoyed a winter wonderland.
The round trip concluded back at the corrals with 58 miles having been traveled.
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Ride Report - Bethel Ridge #3
Bethel Ridge becomes a popular destination for our club when winter begins to settle in. It is one of a small number of areas that remain open for the operation of ATVs
and UTVs. Many of the other popular riding areas close to protect migrating herds of elk
or to accommodate migrating herds of snowmobilers.
So, on Saturday, December 20th, club members headed to Bethel. Tim Dunn, Ken
Didion and Greg Schlieve enjoyed a hearty breakfast at the Woodshed Restaurant before
meeting the rest of the group at the Hanging Tree campground. The Woodshed is one of
our longtime Corporate Members is always a great location for a meal before or after a
ride.
Beginning in rain and mud, nine riders on eight machines headed up the ridge.
Rain gave way to snow and smoothed out much of the trail on the top of the ridge. Encountering blizzard conditions at the tower overlook, the group retreated to the depths of
the timber. With a nice campfire and the protection of the trees the group had an enjoyable lunch before heading back down to the trailhead.
A great ride was enjoyed by club members Ted Micone, Robbin and Carolyn Johanson, Ken Didion, Bob Schafer, Tim Dunn, Greg Schlieve, Scott Gendron and Jeff Dekker.

Founded in September of 2007, the Cascade Quad Squad
has grown to over 100 individual members and more
than 20 corporate members. We are dedicated to enjoying, promoting and protecting the sport of ATVing. We
hold scheduled ride events year-round as well as impromptu rides to enjoy our public lands. We work
with various agencies to ensure that adequate riding opportunities exist for the general public. We volunteer our
time and effort toward maintaining and accessing our
riding opportunities. Our main purpose: to have lots of
FUN! Come and join us! We meet the second Tuesday of
each month at 7:00PM at Round Table Pizza near Fred
Meyers on 40th.

Cascade Quad Squad
2900 South 42nd Ave.
Yakima, WA 98903

We’re on the Web!
Cascadequadsquad.com
“Tread Lightly, Obey the Law, and
Respect Our Natural Resourses”

Our club has performed several service projects. We
worked cooperatively with the DNR and supplied the
workforce to remove two damaged wooden bridges and
replace them with rock crossings on the Gray Rock trail.
The club also has an ongoing highway litter control project between Gleed and Naches.
The Cascade Quad Squad encourages and welcomes new
members. Feel free to attend on of our monthly meetings
or drop us an email on the Contact Us tab on our website.

Corporate members are all welcome to advertise in our newsletter at no charge to them. If you have an
event or a sale that you would like to include in the next issue, just email the details to the editor at kjdidion@gmail.com

Support Our Corporate Members
Whenever you can, try to support those
who support us. Our corporate members
show their support for our club’s goals
by paying for their corporate membership. Our corporate members are listed
on our website, but we will also provide
a list of them here. When you are doing
business with them, let them know that
you are a member of the Cascade Quad
Squad and that you appreciate their
support.
Our Corporate Members are:





Valley Marine, Yakima
Owen’s Cycle, Inc., Yakima
Joel’s Tire, Yakima



The Woodshed Restaurant and
Lounge, Naches



Hurst Brumback & Brusic, Union
Gap



Premier Power Sports, Yakima



Yukon’s Trucking



Jamie’s Upholstery, Yakima



Ellensburg Powersports



Selah Trailer Camper Sales, Inc.,
Selah



Les Schwab Tire Sales, Yakima
and Union Gap



ITEC: Independent Trailer &
Equipment Co., Inc., Yakima



Invisible Ink, Yakima





Greg Stevenson Construction,
Cowiche

Lonestar Ranch House Restaurant,
Yakima





Vanamburg Enterprises, Yakima

Round Table Pizza, Yakima





Canopy Country RV, Union Gap

Poulin’s Motorcycle, Yakima



AlphaTronics, Tukwila



Selah Powersports, Selah

Our club website contains a full listing
of our Corporate Members and includes
addresses, phone numbers and website
links.

