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Chapter 46 of the Revised Codes of Washington has recently been 

modified as regards the licensing and use of ATVs and UTVs. 

With those changes has come considerable confusion and conster-

nation among the owners of those off road vehicles.  

Corporate club member, Joe Samaniago of Valley Marine, has the 

following advice regarding òstreet legaló kits for ATVs and UTVs: 

As many of you know, ATV/UTV s are now street legal in some 

counties and cities in Washington State.  There are a couple of 

things about the new system that you should be aware of when buy-

ing a new off road vehicle.  Before you purchase a new ATV/UTV, it 

is important to know if you plan on making the vehicle street le-

gal .    

This decision is especially important if you are planning on financing the unit.  If a person de-

cides to wait on the street legal kit, the machine will be licensed as off road .  In order for the 

state of Washington to convert it to Street Legal, the lien holder will have to sign off that it con-

sents to the new classification.  In today s economy, the lien holder may be across the country 

and the wait time may be weeks or even months. 

Currently, the requirements for a dealer to sign off on a machine are pretty straightforward.  The 

selling dealer will have to inspect the machine and make sure it meets the requirements stated 

on the Wheeled All-Terrain Vehicle Road Use Declaration issued by the State of Washington.  

There are already indications that this inspection is going to become more stringent and similar 

to the requirements to covert an off road motorcycle.  The requirements for a motorcycle include, 

but are not limited to, inspecting for DOT approved brake lines, lenses, seat belts etc.  Dealer-

ships will also have the expense of getting someone certified to perform the inspections.   By in-

stalling the street legal kit at the time of purchase, you stand to save time and money.  If you 

would like more information you can contact Joe at Valley Marine in Yakima 509-453-6302. 
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Licensing wheeled all -terrain vehicles  

 

Definition of wheeled all -terrain vehicles that need a metal tag  
These are considered wheeled all -terrain vehicles, and must have a metal tag:  

¶ A motorized, non -highway vehicle with handle bars:   

¶ That is 50 inches or less in width.  

¶ Have a seat height of at least 20 inches.  

¶ Weighs less than 1,500 pounds.  

¶ Has 4 tires with diameters of 30 inches or less.  

¶  

¶ or 

¶ A utility -type vehicle  designed for, and capable of, travel over designated roads that:  

¶ Has 4 or more low -pressure tires of 20 psi or less.  

¶ Is less than 74 inches wide.  

¶ Weighs less than 2,000 pounds.  

¶ Has a wheelbase of 110 inches or less.  

¶ Meets 1 or more of the following:  

o Is at least 50 inches wide.  

o Weighs at least 900 pounds.  

o Has a wheelbase of over 61 inches.  

Metal tags for ATVs  
A new law changed how 4 -wheeled and utility -type ATVs are licensed. All wheeled all -terrain vehicle 

(WATVs) that meet the definition below must display a metal tag.  

Visit a vehicle licensing office to get a WATV permit issued. You wonõt get the metal tag at that time. It 

will be mailed to you from our headquarters in Olympia. Depending upon the demand, metal tags may be 

mailed within 2 weeks.  

As a WATV owner youõre required to: 

¶ Affix the metal tag to the rear of the WATV.  

¶ Keep the ORV decal on the WATV for law enforcement purposes.  

¶ Sign the registration and carry it when operating the WATV.  

Washington State and Street Legal ATVs  

The following two pages contain the specific requirements from the State of Washingtonõs  Dept. 

of Licensing website. You can view this information and their òFrequently Asked Questionsó at 

http://www.dol.wa.gov/vehicleregistration/watv.html  

http://www.dol.wa.gov/vehicleregistration/watv.html
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Washington State and Street Legal ATVs  

 

If your WATV is modified for on -road use , you may get a tab  to display on the on -road portion of 

the metal tag. This allows you to ride your WATV on certain roads. Please visit the city or county web-

site where you want to operate your WATV to make sure on -road use is allowed.  

How to modify your wheeled all -terrain vehicle for on -road use 
 

Make sure the vehicle has the following equipment installed as required by RCW 46.09.457* :  

Head lamp  ð used whenever the vehicle is in motion on a road. See RCW 46.37.030 and 46.37.040. 

Tail lamp , See RCW 46.37.525.  

2 Tail lamps  ð For utility -type vehicles. See RCW 46.37.070. 

Stop lamp . See RCW 46.37.200. 

Reflectors . See RCW 46.37.060. 

Turn signals . See RCW 46.37.200 and RCW 46.61.310. 

¶ Brakes  in working order.  

¶ Mirror  on left or right handlebar.  

¶ 2 Mirrors  ð For utility -type vehicles. See RCW 46.37.400. 

Horn or warning device . See RCW 46.37.380. 

Spark arrester and muffling device . See RCW 46.09.470. 

Windshield . See RCW 46.37.430, unless  the driver wears glasses, goggles, or a face shield of a type 

conforming to rules adopted by the state patrol. See  WAC 204-10-026. 

Seatbelts  ð For utility -type vehicles. See RCW 46.37.510. 

 

Have a Washington licensed WATV repair shop or dealer inspect the vehicle. Theyõll complete Part 1 of 

the Wheeled All -Terrain Vehicle Road Use Declaration  form and sign it.  

Take the following to a vehicle licensing office :  

¶ The Wheeled All -Terrain Vehicle Road Use Declaration  form.  

¶ A copy of the receipt  showing you paid for the inspection ð attached to form.  

¶ The vehicleõs title .  

¶ If your bank has the title, contact them to get it and the road use declaration submitted.  

http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=46.09.457
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=46.37.030
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=46.37.040
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=46.37.525
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=46.37.070
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=46.37.200
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=46.37.060
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=46.37.200
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=46.61.310
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=46.37.400
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=46.37.380
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=46.09.470
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=46.37.430
http://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=204-10-026
http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=46.37.510
http://www.dol.wa.gov/forms/420003.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/dol/dolprod/vehoffices/
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On Saturday, September 6th, riders gathered at the Nasty Creek corrals to pre-

pare for a ride on a sunny and clear morning. Club members riding this day were 

Norm Alderson, Neeley Moore, Ron Harris, Ted Micone, Ken Didion, Bob and 

Carol Sherwood, Bob Schafer, and Tim and Bonnie Dunn.  

Led by Trail Captain, Tim Dunn, the route took the group out Buck Ridge to 

Nasty Creek Flats, past the Ewe Neck and on to FS 613. This section of the trip 

was challenging and included a downed tree that had to be dealt with. While 

there are usually a couple of chainsaws on most rides, there were none included 

on this trip. Using a small hand saw, muscle power and some winching tech-

niques, the group managed to clear the tree from the trail and continue on their 

way. At Louie Way Gap, the group headed back to the trail head using Greendot 

roads C1000 and A5000, completing their 36 mile journey.  

Ride Report - Nasty Creek  

Rimrock Lake and Mount Ranier from Strobach Mountain on the FS 613  

Contõd on Page 5 
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Ride Report - Nasty Creek Contõd 

Riders prepare for departure at Nasty Creek  

Tim Dunn and Bob 

Schafer admire the 

view of Mt. Hood  

Bob Sherwood 

and the group en-

joy a lunch break 

in a pleasant 

meadow on the 

613. 
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Ride Report - Bethel Ridge  

On Saturday, September 20th, club members met at the Woodshed Restaurant and en-

joyed a hearty breakfast in preparation for tackling Bethel Ridge. Gathering at the Hang-

ing Tree trailhead, 17 riders with 11 machines set off on a 40 mile trip up Bethel Ridge. 

The members participating in this ride were Trail Captain Tim Dunn, Jack Vorhees, 

Gordon Vorencamp, Howard and Gayle Barnes, Dave and Barb Christenson, Ken and 

Carol Didion, Scott Brock and his Stepfather, John, Gregg and Dian Needham, David 

Raymke, Jerry and Janie Adams, and Jeff Dekker.  

The road to Mt. Ranier?  

Lunchtime on 

Bethel Ridge  


