
Cascade Quad Squad’s Bob Shafer was interviewed recently by the Yakima Herald for an update 

article on HB1632, Washington State’s ATV Law. The article follows and is presented in its en-

tirety. A portion of an email outlining the Forest Service position on this law as it relates to their 

roads is presented on page 7. 
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Last July’s passage of a state law to amend guidelines on ATV use was hailed by all-terrain vehicle 

enthusiasts as a way to increase ATV access to rural lanes and National Forest roads. In some 

parts of the state, it has. 

It has also created confusion about what’s legal where and fueled frustration over the Forest Ser-

vice’s inconsistent interpretations of its own rules. 

With everything House Bill 1632 did to update rules on ATV use — minimum age limits, safety 

equipment requirements and state-issued metal tags — motorized user groups thought the Na-

tional Forests in the state would fall in line with those in several other western states where ATV 

use is commonplace on federal and state lands. 

Yakima Herald Article 
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Washington’s ATV Law in the News Cont’d 

That didn’t happen. 

Several counties — Kittitas, Chelan and Douglas among them, and rural communities such as Prosser, 

East Wenatchee and Cashmere, used the new law to adopt ordinances allowing street-legal ATVs on 

some or all of their roads with speed limits of 35 mph or slower. 

But the state’s National Forests have remained off-limits. 

In March, Mike Balboni, supervisor of the Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest — the only federal for-

est in the state without a map delineating what roads are open to what type of motorized use — said he 

believed ATVs could use the roads in his forest since there was no rule expressly forbidding it. Officials 

at the Forest Service’s Portland-based Region 6 headquarters, though, disagreed with his interpretation, 

which led to Balboni’s May 15 letter to various media outlets reversing his earlier statement. 

The new law, all 37 pages of it, goes into great detail about the requisite equipment and circumstances 

under which an ATV can be driven “upon any public roadway of this state” — followed, though, but by 

this six-word caveat: “not including nonhighway roads and trails.” 

One of the law’s definitions of a nonhighway road is “any road owned or managed by a public agency.” 

“The act itself excludes National Forest roads,” Balboni said Monday at a Cashmere work session of 

groups and agencies impacted by the law. 

To some motorized-access supporters of the bill, that was a Catch-22. 

“We plugged every hole the Forest Service had been telling us needed to be plugged over the years,” said 

Gary Prewitt, president of the Eastern Washington ATV Association. “And then when 1632 passed, they 

reneged on everything.” 

Bob Schafer of Gleed, a retired state wildlife enforcement captain and an avid ATV user, knew the new 

state law wouldn’t open National Forest land to ATVs but remains frustrated. 

Schafer’s two recreational vehicles, an ATV and a wider-wheel-base utility-task vehicle (UTV), are 

equipped with all of the law’s safety requirements — except the metal license plates, which the state 

didn’t make available until earlier this week. But so far all of his best riding experiences have occurred 

in other states. 

“This is street-legal in Idaho, Arizona and Utah on their public roads,” Schafer said, gesturing to his 

UTV. “Each state has its own rules (governing ATV use on public roads), and Washington is the only one 

with this 35 mph thing. 

“It would be street-legal here, but there are no streets it could be operated on in this county.” 

Schafer can legally drive his vehicle on hundreds of miles of county roads in Douglas or Chelan counties 

or, to a lesser degree, in Kittitas County. Kittitas commissioners last month approved an ordinance al-

lowing ATV use on certain county roads, but the lack of connectivity with other trails that would allow 

loop trails prompted one ATV online forum poster to describe the county’s plan as “a lot of roads to no-

where.” 

Continued on Page 3 
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That’s still more roads than Schafer could use in Yakima County, which has been petitioned by two groups to 

consider an ATV roads ordinance and has more than 300 miles of county roads with speed limits at 35 mph or 

slower. 

“Doing a real quick tally of all the eligible roads, that would be 302 miles of (county roads) 35 mph and lower,” 

said Yakima County engineer Gary Ekstedt. “Right now, the commissioners just want to do some fact-finding 

and figure out the best way to respond.” 

A carefully measured response might be appropriate, based on the unlikely bedfellows who worked together 

toward the passage of 1632. 

The motorized-use community was excited about the potential of increased access. Their environmental coun-

terparts, Conservation Northwest and Trout Unlimited, were in it more for the accountability that came with 

the newly mandated metal tags, enabling easy identification of those who might be tearing up the landscape. 

Trout Unlimited’s Gregg Bafundo admitted at Monday’s meeting that the group had actually “worked to kill” 

an earlier, different version of the new ATV law. And when Okanogan County commissioners responded to the 

1632 passage by opening all of their low-speed county roads to ATVs, Conservation Northwest filed suit to 

stop them. 

Too much too fast, its representatives said. 

“Our hope was, in the passage of this bill, that what we would see was the elephant getting eaten one bite at a 

time — see little chunks of areas open up at a time,” Bafundo said. “TU’s approach to this thing is, I don’t see 

how an ATV following me up a dirt road in my Toyota Tundra does any more damage to that road than my 

Tundra does. 

“But what I do see is that it’s easier for that ATV to quickly hang a right and drive up a user-built trail, or cre-

ate user-built trails.” The Teanaway Community Forest, he said, includes roughly 12 miles of roads open to 

ATVs, and another 300 miles of unofficial roads created by motorized users who repeatedly ventured off the 

road system. 

“A lot of other people go out and use public lands, and many of them don’t use ATVs or motorized vehicles, but 

they see a lot of damage caused by illegal behavior,” said Dave Werntz of Conservation Northwest. “So there’s 

this association between ATV use and illegal behavior. Right or wrong, it exists.” 

According to Schafer, that’s the wrong impression of the typical ATV user. 

“It’s certainly a mature group. It averages at least 50 years old,” said Schafer, 69. “Forest lands are not the 

place you come to go crazy on a machine. It’s rocky, it’s rutty, it’s dangerous, and you need to be careful. 

“And we see very, very few people in the forest when we ride. We ride in a group, and if you’re offended by us, 

you’re only going to be offended for about five minutes — from the time you first hear us coming to the time 

we’re completely gone.” 

Washington’s ATV Law in the News Cont’d 
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Ride Report - The Quilomene 

Trail Captain Tim Dunn led a ride on the Quilomene on Saturday, May 10th. There was a total of 11 

riders and the group covered just over 50 miles. The Quilomene was dusty and rocky as it is this time of 

year, and will be until October/November. We parked along the Vantage Highway and rode down to the 

Columbia River. The river was extremely low due to the work on the Wanapum Dam. We got some wild-

life pictures along the way. 

There was a radiator issue on one of the machines and we had to tow it out some 16 miles to Parke 

Creek. Everyone helped out in either the tow or moving vehicles to the new pickup site. Thanks to every-

one involved. 
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Ride Report-Ahtanum 

On May 31st, ten club members embarked on what is becoming an annual quest: reaching Blue Lake. If 

you have not been there, Blue Lake is located below in the extreme western end of the Ahtanum State For-

est near Wenatchee National Forest boundary. It is reached by way of the North Fork road, which the 

group took from the Ahtanum Sno Park. The elevation of Blue Lake is 6202 feet, and, subsequently, is en-

closed in snow and ice until very late in the spring. This is what makes it such a challenge for 4-wheelers 

to see how soon they can reach it each year.  

It was attempted by part of our group on our Spring Campout weekend without success. George and Tami 

Worby led another attempt with a group on Memorial Day weekend and were unable to reach the lake. 

However, the following weekend, a very hardy group headed out from the Sno Park determined to get to 

Blue Lake if at all possible. 

The weather was great and the going was easy until the group reached the turnoff from the North Fork 

road to Blue Lake. As the road climbs toward Divide Ridge snow was found where it had drifted on the 

protected north slopes. At the top of Divide Ridge snow drifts up to five or six feet deep were encountered. 

It was not easy, and some winching and towing was required to free stuck vehicles on occasion, but the 

group was successful and enjoyed a pleasant lunch on the shores of Blue Lake. 

On the return, they attempted to make the Darland Mountain loop but were turned back by snow that 

was too deep and soft for most of the travelers. That will remain a challenge for another day. 

Deadhorse Flats, however, was free of snow and a pleasant diversion on the return to the Sno Park. The 

group of 10 machines traveled about 32 miles on this trip. 

Continued on page 6 
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Ride Report-Ahtanum Cont’d 



NF Roads in WA  Not Open to “Street Legal” ATVs 
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From: Fitzpatrick, Jen -FS 

Sent: Friday, March 21, 2014 7:22 AM 

To: Balboni, Mike -FS; Hanson, Maureen R -FS 

Cc: Roundy, Jeffrey V -FS; WAH, MARCUS - OGC; Way, Frederick L -FS; Tippie, Mike -FS; Collins, Rick -

FS; Heath, Becki L -FS; Hyzer, Maureen -FS; Harrison, Rebecca - OGC; Lavendel, Claire -FS; Newman, 

Craig -FS; West, Laura Jo -FS; Eberlien, Jennifer -FS; Fitzpatrick, Jen -FS; Kuennen, Steve -FS; Clayton, 

Janine -FS; Smelser, Garth -FS; Martin, Kevin D -FS; Laford, Reta -FS Linares, Jose -FS; Darden, Christy 

A -FS; Pilip-Florea, Shoshona M -FS; Levy, Sarah A -FS Subject: SB 1632 & ATV Use on Okanogan We-

natchee 

 

I would like to thank everyone for their participation and discussion around this issue this week. After dia-

logue amongst LEI, OGC, RO Engineering, RO Recreation, and the Forest to understand intent and gain 

clarity on the nuances of Washington State’s new ATV law (SB 1632) and agency policy & direction, we pro-

vide the following summary and guidance from the RO/OGC/LEI to the Forest. 

 

Issue: The Okanogan-Wenatchee’s proposed stance states that SB 1632 applies to roads on their forest 

since they do not have an MVUM, and that properly equipped ATVs as per SB 1632 can operate on their 

roads unless this use is restricted with an order. 

 

This interpretation: 

x Is incorrect because SB 1632 does not apply to non-highway roads, which as defined by the State, include 

NFS roads. 

x Creates inconsistencies and complexities for the region and other 

Washington Forests in trying to explain to the public how/why SB 1632 could apply to the Okanogan-

Wenatchee, but not on other WA state Forests 

x Would require motorized mixed use analyses on all roads that allowed ATVs because ATVs are not high-

way legal vehicles as defined by the agency 

 

Option 1 – Until Okanogan-Wenatchee MVUM is published, the Forest makes no change from current 

management of motor vehicle use on Forest roads. Steps the Forest needs to take are: 

x Create and communicate talking points indicating that SB1632 did not affect current management of mo-

tor vehicle use on Forest roads including ATV use – it is business as usual. 

 

Option 2 – Until their MVUM is published, the Forest provides the public with something (list or map) that 

indicates where these ATVs as newly defined in SB 1632 will be allowed on Forest roads. Steps the Forest 

needs to take are: 

 

x Develop list or map delineating these authorized roads including any requirements (eg – "WA state prop-

erly licensed and equipped ATV’s as per SB 1632 are authorized to operate on all open, unpaved roads on 

the Okanogan Wenatchee National Forest") 

 

x Complete motorized mixed use analyses for those roads where motorized mixed use would now be occur-

ring. ATVs are not highway legal vehicles as defined by the agency. 

  

If you have follow-up questions, please don’t hesitate to let us know. 

 

Jen Fitzpatrick 

Assistant Director, R6 Recreation, Lands, & Minerals 

(503) 808-2438 Office 

(503) 807-8800 Cell  

The email below was posted on the Washington Off Highway Vehicle Alliance website. It is in 

reference to HB1632 (not SB1632 as noted in the email) 
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Ride Report-The Wenas 

On Saturday, June 7, Trail Captain Tim Dunn led a ride in the Wenas area. Ten folks met at the elk feed-

ing area above Wenas Lake. The group rode up Woodcamp Canyon to the top of the ridge on Mt. Clemens. 

After enjoying the picturesque views of Rainer and Adams, the riders journeyed down the front slope of 

Clemens and enjoyed a nice lunch on the shores of Mud Lake. The group backtracked a few miles and then 

took the trail down into the bottom of Garrett Canyon. The 70 plus degree weather was very pleasant as 

the folks rode down Milk Canyon to the creek bed and then took the Crossover Road into Jones Canyon and 

back to the parking lot. The ride totaled 54 miles and the group was out on the trail for 5 1/2 hours.. 

Continued 

On Page 9 
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Ride Report-The Wenas Cont’d 



Founded in September of 2007, the Cascade Quad Squad 

has grown to over 100 members and 17 corporate mem-

bers.  We are dedicated to enjoying, promoting and pro-

tecting the sport of ATVing.  We hold scheduled ride 

events year-round as well as impromptu rides to enjoy 

our public lands.  We work with various agencies to en-

sure that adequate riding opportunities exist for the gen-

eral public.  We  volunteer our time and effort toward 

maintaining and accessing our riding opportunities.  Our 

main purpose: to have lots of FUN!  Come and join us!   

We meet the second Tuesday of each month at 7:00PM at 

Round Table Pizza near Fred Meyers on 40th. 

Our club has performed several service projects.  We 

worked cooperatively with the DNR and supplied the 

workforce to remove two damaged wooden bridges and 

replace them with rock crossings on the Gray Rock trail. 

The club also has an ongoing highway litter control pro-

ject between Gleed and Naches. 

The Cascade Quad Squad encourages and welcomes new 

members. Feel free to attend on of our monthly meetings 

or drop us an email on the Contact Us tab on our website. 

Cascade Quad Squad 

2900 South 42nd Ave. 

Yakima, WA 98903 

We’re on the Web! 

 

Cascadequadsquad.com 

Corporate members are all welcome to advertise in our newsletter at no charge to them. If you have an 

event or a sale that you would like to include in the next issue, just email the details to the editor at kjdid-

ion@gmail.com 

 Poulin’s Motorcycle, Yakima 

 AlphaTronics, Tukwila 

 Selah Powersports, Selah 

 Hurst Brumback & Brusic, Union 

Gap 

 Yukon’s Trucking 

 Ellensburg Powersports 

 Les Schwab Tire Sales, Yakima 

 

Our club website contains a full listing 

of our Corporate Members and includes 

addresses, phone numbers and website 

links. 

Whenever you can, try to support those 

who support us. Our corporate members  

show their support for our club’s goals 

by paying for their corporate member-

ship. Our corporate members are listed 

on our website, but we will also provide 

a list of them here. When you are doing 

business with them, let them know that 

you are a member of the Cascade Quad 

Squad and that you appreciate their 

support. 

 

Our Corporate Members are: 

 Valley Marine, Yakima 

 Owen’s Cycle, Inc., Yakima 

 Joel’s Tire, Yakima 

 The Woodshed Restaurant and 

Lounge, Naches 

 Premier Power Sports, Yakima 

 Jamie’s Upholstery, Yakima 

 Selah Trailer Camper Sales, Inc., 

Selah 

 ITEC: Independent Trailer & 

Equipment Co., Inc., Yakima 

 Greg Stevenson Construction, 

Cowiche 

 Round Table Pizza, Yakima 

Support Our Corporate Members 

“Tread Lightly, Obey the Law, and 

Respect Our Natural Resourses” 


